
 

 

 

 

NAHB PWB Milestones 

1955  

NAHB Women’s Auxiliary is chartered. The Building Hope Scholarship awards $1,000.  

1956 to 1959  

The auxiliary is nurtured. The first dues increase – to $2 – is challenged.  

1960  

With the theme, “Together We Build,” the Legislative Committee is formed.  

1961  

Educational programs promoting the public image of builders are developed. Housing conferences are 
held nationwide.  

1963  

First meeting of the Spikette Club and Past Presidents Council. President Robbie Shoemaker travels 
more than 30,000 miles during 21 trips.  

1964 

President Polly Shafer leads a national “Get out to Vote” campaign that contributes to Congress passing 
a $1 billion housing and urban renewal bill.  

1965  



1974  

First woman builder elected president of the auxiliary.  

1975  

Auxiliary president is invited to attend NAHB executive meeting as an observer.  

1979  

Highest membership, with more than 10,000 members.  

1980  

First appointee named to NAHB BUILD-PAC, first full-time executive officer and creation of the first 
legislative manual. Grassroots lobbying effort sends thousands of 2x4’s to Congress.  

1982  

Auxiliary’s meetings published for the first time in the official NAHB program.  

1985  

First Woman of the Year Award.  

1986  

Legislative and political action role is strengthened with a 25% increase in BUILD-PAC participation.  

1989  

Name change to NAHB Women’s Council with revised bylaws. First general membership meeting, 
leadership seminars and Women’s Symposium at the convention; new strategic plan implemented.  

1990  

Women’s Council secured as a separate affiliate of NAHB. Women’s Council invited to England to 
participate in the Daily Mail Ideal Home Exhibition.  

1991  

Standing-room-only attendance at the first sponsored seminars held at the convention.  

1992  

“Build a Bett



1994  

New membership drive record. National education program is developed, promoting environmental 
issues in the housing industry. Barbie Wickman is named NAHB Outstanding Congressional Contact of 
the Year.  

1996  

“Four Decades of Positive Involvement in the National Association of Home Builders: A History of the 
NAHB Women’s Council” is published.  

2000  

Member Scholarship and Educational and Travel Grant Program is created. Members rally for NAHB’s 
Home Builders Care campaign.  

2001  

National Housing Endowment NAHB PWB “Strategies for Success” scholarship program is initiated.  

2003  

First issues of Building Women magazine and We-Connect e-
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