
 

 

 

Fire Sprinkler Mandates 
State-by-State Data 
 

Since the 2009 edition of the International Residential Code (IRC), the model code has included a requirement for all new one- and 
two-family dwellings and townhouses to include fire sprinkler systems. Since then, almost all states have removed the requirement 
from their residential building codes as they have adopted newer editions.  

• Forty-six states have completely removed the sprinkler requirements for one- and two-family homes.  
• In twenty of those states, local jurisdictions have the authority to adopt sprinkler requ -two states have also removed the sprinkler requirement for townhouses.  
• Four states require builders to give buyers the option of installing a fire sprinkler system (mandatory option). 
• Only California and Maryland have left the sprinkler mandate in place. 

 
States may avoid the sprinkler mandate in one of three ways. 

• Twenty-two states defeated the sprinkler mandate through legislation. 
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How Fire Sprinkler Mandates Have Been Defeated 
 

Fire Sprinkler Mandate Defeated 
Through Legislation 

Fire Sprinkler Mandate Defeated 
Through Code Adoption Process 

No Statewide Code Adoption  
And No Legislation 

Fire Sprinkler Mandate  
Approved 

Total: 23 Total: 21 Total: 4 Total: 2 
    

Alabama Arkansas 



http://adeca.alabama.gov/Divisions/energy/energycodes/Pages/default.aspx
http://adeca.alabama.gov/Divisions/energy/energycodes/Pages/default.aspx
http://adeca.alabama.gov/Divisions/energy/energycodes/Pages/default.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zEhpF2m6JZHRMvz4YFriSLOuSYFRza3d/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TyYmiu_vEp8LGgbi9lpFsp7PIQLil-an/view?usp=sharing
http://www.dps.state.ak.us/Fire/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TGyltzEHEveTziNeEYOS3vjcJCJbmI38
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13k4oB799EPfFAKyAuddSt1GInuEFoHsm/view?usp=sharing
http://asp.arkansas.gov/divisions/regulatory-services/fire-marshal
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/chapter/689/
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/chapter/689/
http://www.bsc.ca.gov/
http://www.bsc.ca.gov/
https://codes.iccsafe.org/public/chapter/content/2412/
https://codes.iccsafe.org/public/chapter/content/2412/
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/osa/bldgcodes
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/osa/bldgcodes
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dtlaxkdYLDR0IOqxh8MwGiIpH2fPj4u4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dtlaxkdYLDR0IOqxh8MwGiIpH2fPj4u4/view?usp=sharing
https://portal.ct.gov/DAS/Office-of-State-Building-Inspector/Office-of-State-Building-Inspector
https://portal.ct.gov/DAS/Office-of-State-Building-Inspector/Office-of-State-Building-Inspector
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K6C_hFwcb24W03n43iGzzk3vBExk2jIS/view?usp=sharing
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State 
Sprinkler Mandate 

(Yes/No/ 
No - Local*) 

Defeated by 
Adoption or 
Legislation 

Code Adopted and 
Effective Date 

State Building Code 
Agency Documents* Notes 

Delaware No - Local  No Statewide 
Adoption State Fire Marshal 

Mandatory 
Option 

Legislation 

Builders of new, one- and two-
family homes are required by 
legislation to give buyers a cost 
estimate for installing fire sprinklers 
and information from the State Fire 
Marshal's Office about sprinkler 
benefits (mandatory option). 

District of 
Columbia Yes  2012 IRC 

Effective 3/28/2014 

Dept. of Consumer 
and Regulatory 
Affairs 

Adopted Code  

Florida No - Local A 2015 IRC 
Effective 12/31/2017 Building Commission 

Amendments 
 

Legislation 
 

Adopted Code 
[Chapter 3] 

Section R313 on automatic fire 
sprinkler systems has been deleted. 

Georgia No L 2012 IRC 
Effective 1/1/2014 

Dept. of Community 
Affairs 

Amendments 
 

Legislation 
 

http://statefiremarshal.delaware.gov/
http://www.nahb.org/%7E/media/7E1CB78517134BF3802A8E8822856002.ashx
http://www.nahb.org/%7E/media/7E1CB78517134BF3802A8E8822856002.ashx
http://www.nahb.org/%7E/media/7E1CB78517134BF3802A8E8822856002.ashx
http://dcra.dc.gov/page/construction-codes-laws-and-regulations-0
http://dcra.dc.gov/page/construction-codes-laws-and-regulations-0
http://dcra.dc.gov/page/construction-codes-laws-and-regulations-0
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/chapter/9180/
https://www.floridabuilding.org/c/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-BHKu6gXfElRKSFP6AvcQup5RKl5SYC4/view?usp=sharing
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/FRC2017/chapter-3-building-planning
https://www.dca.ga.gov/local-government-assistance/construction-codes-industrialized-buildings/construction-codes
https://www.dca.ga.gov/local-government-assistance/construction-codes-industrialized-buildings/construction-codes
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h9sJSYAKQ4gDnq3ePLVQWZ9i56sGxppc/view?usp=sharing
http://www.nahb.org/%7E/media/73B8295A11874484BD459816524AE63E.ashx
http://ags.hawaii.gov/bcc/
http://ags.hawaii.gov/bcc/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LS4SKI6YeSCGxU4MFiUnd2y43UkQ7hZv/view?usp=sharing
https://sammade.github.io/aloha-io/title-6/chapter-46/section-46-19_8/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LtaisQAfQJVT6Jr-Ktla9SvoZMX00Lfk/view?usp=sharing
http://dbs.idaho.gov/
http://dbs.idaho.gov/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1099CdXMlR_2Q-JO-6xqRXa494wzih5rR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E4F5C2gJ76-E16a-QjrJ0Rd6YKRF0CQr/view?usp=sharing
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/chapter/10213/
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/chapter/10213/
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