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2021 Significant Code Changes for the IRC  

 

This summary includes changes to the International Residential Code (IRC), including 
the Chapter 11 Energy Efficiency provisions extracted from the International Energy 
Conservation Code (IECC) Residential Provisions. This is not all the changes that were 
approved.  

 

 

IRC Section R301.2.1.2 Protection of openings : Wind-borne debris protection in 
hurricane-prone regions is now required for any site within one mile of the mean high-
water line of an Exposure D condition instead of just one mile from a coastal mean high-
water line. This will include buildings adjacent to wide rivers or large inland lakes but not 
directly fronting on the Atlantic Ocean or Gulf of Mexico.  

IRC Section 301.2.2.6 Cripple Wall Clear Height:  H






