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AFCI and GFCI Requirements 
Arc-fault circuit interrupters (AFCIs) have been on the market since about the year 2000. They differ from ground-fault circuit interrupters 
(GFCIs), which were introduced into the NEC in the 1960s. Where GFCIs are designed to protect people from shock if parts of an electric 
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AFCI Requirements in Effect by State 
Covered Circuits in One- and Two-Family Dwellings 

Family Rooms, Dining Rooms, Living Rooms, Parlors, 
Libraries, Dens, Sunrooms, Recreation Rooms, 

Closets, Hallways and Similar Rooms or Areas AND 
Kitchen and Laundry Areas 

Bedrooms AND 
Family Rooms, Dining Rooms, Living Rooms, Parlors, 

Libraries, Dens, Sunrooms, Recreation Rooms, 
Closets, Hallways and Similar Rooms or Areas 

Bedrooms Only 
No Statewide 

Adoption  
of AFCI Provisions 

    

Total: 33 Total: 6 Total: 2 Total: 9 
    

California Oklahoma Alabama Idaho Alaska 
Colorado Pennsylvania Arkansas Tennessee Arizona 

Connecticut Rhode Island Illinois  Indiana 
Delaware South Dakota North Carolina  Kansas 
Florida Texas Oregon  Michigan 
Georgia Vermont South Carolina  Mississippi 
Hawaii Virginia†   Missouri 
Iowa Washington   Nevada 

Kentucky West Virginia   Utah 
Louisiana Wisconsin*    

Maine Wyoming    
Maryland     

Massachusetts     
Minnesota     
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Amendments to AFCI and GFCI Provisions by State 
No Statewide Adoption of 
Residential Electrical Code 

Amendments to Both AFCI 
And GFCI Provisions 

Amendments to AFCI 
Provisions Only 

Amendments to GFCI 
Provisions Only 

No Amendments to AFCI or 
GFCI Provisions 

     

Total: 6 Total: 12 Total: 8 Total: 8 Total: 17 
     

Alaska Idaho Arkansas Connecticut Alabama 
Arizona Indiana Michigan District of Columbia California 
Kansas Massachusetts Montana Georgia Colorado 

Mississippi North Carolina New Hampshire Iowa Delaware
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State 
(City) 

Residential Electrical 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

Technical 
Amendments 

To AFCI & GFCI  
Documents Notes 

Click on the 
state or city for 
the agency 
website. 

IRC International 
Residential 
Code—Electrical 
Section  

NEC National 
Electrical Code 

 

Download 
documents to 
use bookmark 
references. 

 

Alabama 
2008 NEC 

Effective 10/1/2016  Adoption 

The 2015 IRC was adopted, and the 2008 NEC is deemed equivalent to the 
electrical requirements of the IRC. 
The 2020 NEC only applies to state projects. 
The Division of Construction Management, which adopted the 2020 NEC, does 
not have jurisdiction over residential property. 

Alaska 
No Statewide 

Adoption  Adoption 

"Public structures" and any place of employment are required to be completed 
under the 2020 NEC (effective 4/16/2022). "Public structures" are buildings 
such as hotels, resident housing with more than one rental unit, restaurants, 
taverns, lodging houses, children's homes, auditoriums, town halls, or any 
structure designed or used for public assembly, whether publicly or privately 
financed. 

City of 
Anchorage 

2017 NEC 
Effective 10/27/2020 AFCI/GFCI Amendments 

AFCI requirements were amended to remove outlet branch-circuit type AFCI 
devices from the list of accepted means of protection. Central heating 
equipment was added to the exception for AFCI protection. 
Additional required receptacles were added for exterior parking and 
crawlspaces. One- and two-family homes and townhouses are required to have 
one EV charging rough-in per dwelling unit.  

Arizona 
No Statewide 

Adoption    

City of Phoenix 
2017 NEC 

Effective 7/1/2019 GFCI Amendments 

https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/ESk41IC3M21Cu_8WCJNguzwBrzg1DfWLnTjdWjwQzQM9ig
https://www.labor.arkansas.gov/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/ETKxWpZb5RJNp_y1BVUyJTkBZbaZ4lbyFXihFqPKMjk0aQ
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https://www.dgs.ca.gov/BSC/Codes
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/BSC/Codes
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/Ec8GKn5o9JRPrLrtspprLd4BPnomgKuXB3mvQi-FKJRABg
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dora/Electrical
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EWPtpZSnuGBJg07wz2dA-csBXtMlOYvE9JdZ5jMgl5NXZw?e=IwZm2a
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State 
(City) 

Residential Electrical 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

Technical 
Amendments 

To AFCI & GFCI  
Documents Notes 

Illinois 
2008 NEC 

Effective 7/1/2011  

Adoption 
 

City and County 
Adoptions 

Building codes, including the electrical code, may be adopted at the local level. 
All new construction must comply with the 2008 or later edition of the NEC for 
those jurisdictions which have not adopted a code locally. 

City of Chicago 
2017 NEC 

Effective 3/1/2018 AFCI Amendments AFCI protection requirements were expanded to include all circuits in dwelling 
units. 

Indiana 
2018 IRC 

Effective 12/26/2019 AFCI/GFCI Amendments 
AFCI protection requirements have been completely removed from the IRC, as 
have the provisions for tamper-resistant receptacles. GFCI protection was 
modified for spas, hot tubs, and hydromassage tubs. 

Iowa 
2020 NEC 

Effective 5/1/2021 GFCI Amendments GFCI requirements were removed for 240-volt receptacles.  

Kansas 
No Statewide 

Adoption   2008 NEC was adopted by the state for state-owned buildings only. 

City of Wichita 
& Sedgwick 

County 

2017 NEC 
Effective 1/1/2021 GFCI Amendments 

GFCI protection for 240-volt receptacles are not required until 1/1/2024. GFCI 
protection is not required for outdoor outlets under 210.8(F) until 1/1/2024. 
Storage areas and future habitable spaces in unfinished basements require a 
light and a wall switch. 

Kentucky 
2017 NEC 

Effective 8/1/2019  Adoption  

Louisiana 
2020 NEC 

Effective 1/1/2023 GFCI Amendments The GFCI provisions for outdoor outlets were amended. An exception was 
included for HVAC equipment. 

Maine 
2020 NEC 

Effective 7/2/2021 GFCI Amendments 
The GFCI provisions for outdoor outlets were amended, the requirements for 
surge protection were removed, and the zone where receptacles are prohibited 
near bathtubs and shower spaces was reduced to the pre-2020 dimensions. 

Maryland 
2017 NEC 

Effective 3/25/2019  Adoption 
For the applicable electrical requirements, refer to the local electrical code and 
the National Electrical Code as adopted and enforced by the State Fire Marshal, 
authorized fire officials, or building officials. 

https://dhbc.ky.gov/newstatic_info.aspx?static_id=297
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EUDruu6Y7TRKq9enETc53pUBujhU_92M160e-bxieNxLIQ
http://lsuccc.dps.louisiana.gov/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EQt33xam94NFtcX0PCo_SngBXGLZCysp7gJvlgLCTssa4w
https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/electricians/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EeWrbOaBi3pLl1yzbZPgNe0BKZaX582i9IBLLRJ8nuY6eg
https://www.dllr.state.md.us/labor/build/buildcodes.shtml
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EcZWA2TYCJZBnPuQw_AHFJABmlSqD7gmtrK7V4iVZr5-bw


https://www.jacksonms.gov/building-permits/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EfKggFAGEqVPjr79CKR4J_0BHwIkwNi7hyPz91uxYCzt3g
https://dfs.dps.mo.gov/
https://www.kcmo.gov/city-hall/departments/city-planning-development
https://www.kcmo.gov/city-hall/departments/city-planning-development/building-and-rehabilitation-code
https://stlouiscountymo.gov/st-louis-county-departments/transportation-and-public-works/
https://stlouiscountymo.gov/st-louis-county-departments/transportation-and-public-works/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EYYpUFQ_OJ9KkvB4VmWJXscBHF1OPXVzvea4JezzDTtaww
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State 
(City) 

Residential Electrical 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

Technical 
Amendments 

To 

https://boards.bsd.dli.mt.gov/electrical/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EdxlxOEI5jJOjyeUeYt_AAUBN97NzBkBZCQB5dlBBQYROw
http://www.electrical.nebraska.gov/index.html
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EYdv-YEqk3xLl9WlIUv-lDEBp8tEoEljGk4ZjcaDZZh9ZA?e=SGznOg
http://fire.nv.gov/
https://www.clarkcountynv.gov/government/departments/building___fire_prevention/index.php
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/Eb1k7e0q8LpHi5iNrTDtSVQBQg2NCKZGN6bNJS3ycW-2oQ
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EaV-ALIfzENOjFFGergkqs0BN98PpcvlOOgqEeKC-yT3dw
https://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/Business/Planning-Zoning/Building-Safety
https://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/Business/Planning-Zoning/Building-Safety
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/Ee5iN-eJICNDrk-p-bIuossBz09bZMr9OVjs5H4Tz9cQ6Q
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EaV-ALIfzENOjFFGergkqs0BN98PpcvlOOgqEeKC-yT3dw
https://www.nh.gov/safety/boardsandcommissions/bldgcode/
https://www.nh.gov/safety/boardsandcommissions/bldgcode/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EXC4J-CXGeJCnnB06akCXowBwTakHI6EDORIlcPAwPWDvg
http://www.state.nj.us/dca/divisions/codes/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EX-XNebU5_dCvXca2RBezpQBGanKLHC00hsekkafc59hrA
https://www.rld.nm.gov/construction-industries/find-a-bureau/bureaus/rules-laws-and-building-codes/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EWe8VrfITGtKpGu5ikeeipcBpBsFjntyh5HlaxYcWQqqig?e=gWhhIQ
https://dos.ny.gov/building-standards-and-codes
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/ER1zn_WE3fhLsdKX4x-45lMB4tt49jREjzyfFWRyHPXHug?e=Rhkmu9
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/NYSRC2020P1/chapter-39-power-and-lighting-distribution#NYSRC2020P1_Pt08_Ch39_SecE3902
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State 
(City) 

Residential Electrical 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

Technical 
Amendments 

To AFCI & GFCI  
Documents Notes 

Oregon 
2020 NEC 

Effective 4/1/2021 AFCI/GFCI 
Amendments 

 
Adopted Code 

GFCI protection is not required for 240-volt receptacles, finished portions of 
basements (if not otherwise required), single receptacles for appliances that 
are not easily moved 

https://www.oregon.gov/bcd/Pages/index.aspx
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EWolOZ-pHpVApZY9jFvwPWkBvq4c26oP1XQpB2m_dW70AQ
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State 
(City) 

Residential Electrical 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

Technical 
Amendments 

To AFCI & GFCI  
Documents Notes 

South Carolina 

1- & 2-Family  
2021 IRC 

Effective 1/1/2023 
 

Multifamily 
2020 NEC 

Effective 1/1/2023 

AFCI/GFCI 
Adoption 

 
Amendments 

The electrical section of the 2021 IRC with amendments applies to one- and 
two-family dwellings, and the 2020 NEC with amendments applies to 
multifamily. 
The 

https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EQiBns9JAqNLrhBc9ysF3ekBaz6AaZhfaansYkn4vZvQxw
http://dlr.sd.gov/electrical/default.aspx
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EcC6zh1Pn0BHsu_Nz-OoF_QBg_xbkEoYOtGvNTv5FDFu9Q
http://www.tn.gov/commerce/section/fire-prevention
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EXA694_H1IFEkLvLN7mGeQgBD7gLLxaz7uJBU8gXUhPs5w?e=xNPEYE
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/electricians/elec.htm
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EbErpyHVdm5Gq-td15U2RHMBh9EGLmiHytHmH8knV4-24g?e=3x9b1t
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EYup7cZKpaxMuBd_foZ5NjUBpeRn5HGoISAo6osMoxZ3pw
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State 
(City) 

Residential Electrical 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

Technical 
Amendments 

To AFCI & GFCI  
Documents Notes 

Utah 

1- & 2-Family  
2015 IRC 

Effective 7/1/2019 
 

Multifamily 
2020 NEC 

Effective 7/1/2021 

AFCI 

Adoption 
 

IRC 
Amendments 

 
NEC 

Amendments 

The electrical section of the 2015 IRC with amendments applies to one- and 
two-family dwellings, and the 2020 NEC with amendments applies to 
multifamily. 
AFCI protection requirements have been deleted for new construction. AFCI 
protection is also not required for extensions of existing circuits or an added 
outlet which does not significantly increase the existing electrical load—not 
including changes which are part of a remodel or addition. 
In the NEC, GFCI protection for receptacles does not include 240-volt 
receptacles, finished portions of basements, and outdoor outlets if not required 
by other provisions. The zone where receptacles are prohibited near bathtubs 
and shower spaces was reduced to the pre-2020 dimensions. 
Codes are adopted by the Utah legislature, with the Building Code Commission 
making recommendations. 

Vermont 
2020 NEC 

Effective 4/15/2022 AFCI/GFCI Amendments 

GFCI protection is amended to only apply to readily accessible receptacles. In 
laundry areas, it only applies to those receptacles installed within 6 feet of a 
washing machine or sink. 
AFCI protection is not required where a branch circuit is extended solely for the 
purpose to hardwire s(r)1.3 938 357.48 13.44 re f* BT 0 g -0.001 Tc -R8

https://dopl.utah.gov/ubc/index.html
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EddLzqkoTwdCupVSUN4sj8ABfTpaiRfhQ9oMae2j7X5oWA
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EXYfzKP7mb1JqToch0TrqqMBXnGYDxtJirqnD21iLwXRgw
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EXYfzKP7mb1JqToch0TrqqMBXnGYDxtJirqnD21iLwXRgw
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EdNUhKULviZKhJtzDQzoXY0B-lNeRhlGIK9DQKi-DTcFRw
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EdNUhKULviZKhJtzDQzoXY0B-lNeRhlGIK9DQKi-DTcFRw
http://firesafety.vermont.gov/buildingcode
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/ER4eQlSA-59AmneK8tNMgxEBl-FtKCUxAHwr8cBz1fcqfg
https://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/codes
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/VRC2018P2/chapter-39-power-and-lighting-distribution
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/VRC2018P2/chapter-39-power-and-lighting-distribution
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/VCC2018P3/chapter-27-electrical
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/VCC2018P3/chapter-27-electrical
https://www.lni.wa.gov/licensing-permits/electrical/electrical-basics-for-home-business-owners/
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/ER_7VKZOKcVAgCOhOZ1SmPABXF0ff_otpOkkJejxO-f_UQ
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EazkXGwT5u1JhothGq9-p0MBQDnIWgs2dsGB3O95NIiuVQ?e=yKNeIc
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EazkXGwT5u1JhothGq9-p0MBQDnIWgs2dsGB3O95NIiuVQ?e=yKNeIc
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http://www.firemarshal.wv.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EbLs7ZJ5FOJDsbypQoOk_iABlO6ZaVyafHS0T4iFf-CZJA
https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/RulesStatutes/TradesProgram.aspx
https://nahb-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/dbuuck_nahb_org/EZWJDOA27h1JgONwT-wi-lIBiuXO3Cg1rck5ESt3hb__Rg?e=Z57Ru5
https://wsfm.wyo.gov/electrical-safety
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