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Chemical Emergencies 

In the event of a chemical spill:  

�x Notify personnel in the room/area of the spill to evacuate immediately.  

�x Close windows and doors to the room/area of the spill and evacuate.  

�x Call 911 and report the spill to the Fire Department.  

�x Remove clothing and wash all parts of the body, which may have come in contact with the 
chemical using copious amounts of water.  

�x All personnel who may have been contaminated by the chemical should report to and 
remain in one safe location until the arrival of the Fire Department. This will decrease the 
chance of contaminating other personnel and other areas.  

�x Do not re-enter the room/area until the appropriate safety officials have determined that 
the area is safe to re-enter.  

Tornado Watches & Warnings 

�x When a tornado watch is announced, this means that conditions are right for the formation 
of tornadoes.  Keep your radio or television or NOAA weather radio tuned to a local station 
for updated information and advice from the weather service. 

�x When a tornado warning is issued, this means a tornado has been sighted in your vicinity 
and you should take cover immediately. 

�x Seek shelter in steel frame or reinforced concrete building.  Go to the basement, interior 
hallway on the lowest level.  Closets or bathrooms in the center of the building offer the 
greatest protection. 

�x Always stay away from the windows, exterior walls and exterior doors. 

�x Avoid auditoriums, gymnasiums and large lecture-type rooms. 

�x If you are in a vehicle, do not try to outrun a tornado.  Leave your vehicle immediately.  If 
you cannot find shelter in a building, lie flat in a ditch, culvert or the lowest area.   Cover the 
back of your head with your hands. 

�x After the tornado passes, be very cautious.  Watch for downed power lines, broken gas 
lines, broken glass, etc. 

Earthquakes 

�x Stay calm.  Don't panic.  Stay where you are.  If outside, stay outside.  If inside, stay 
inside.  Most injures occur as people are entering or leaving buildings 

�x If an earthquake strikes while you are indoors, take cover under a desk, table, bench or 
against an inside wall or in an interior doorway.  Stay away from windows and exterior doors 

�x If you are in a high rise building, use the stairway rather than the elevator; there may be a 
power failure and you could become stuck in the elevator.  Don't' be surprised if fire alarms 
or sprinklers are activated.  If you must leave the building, choose your exit carefully 

�x If you are in a moving vehicle, stop as quickly as safety permits, but remain in your 
vehicle.  Your vehicle may shake, and you are better off remaining in your vehicle until the 
shaking stops.  Avoid stopping near or under buildings, overpasses and utility wires 
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�x If you are outside, move away from buildings and utility wires.  Remain in an open area until 
the shaking stops 

�x After an earthquake, check for injuries.  Do not attempt to move a seriously injured person 
unless they are in immediate danger of further injury.  Call 911 for assistance 

�x Don't re-enter buildings until emergency response personnel advise it is safe 

�x Be prepared for aftershocks (additional shaking) 

Bomb Threat 

In the event of a bomb threat or an explosive incident:  

�x Engage caller in conversation.  

�x Be calm and, if possible, take notes of the conversation.  

�x Try to determine;  
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http://tcb.od.nih.gov/isdnpape.html%23ID

